


















Finishing Strong- Easy to Apply Polyurethane Varnishes

Apply Heritage Varnish with a large soft brush.  
Dampen brush with water.  You can thin the varnish 
with a little water before using if desired.

If the varnish starts to dry or drag too much as you 
are applying it, you can lightly mist the surface with 
clean water and keep varnishing.  

Apply too much and varnish will “alligator”.  This 
is where the varnish pulls away from the surface.  
This texture is caused by too much varnish.

Holding the piece at an angle you can clearly see 
the “alligatoring”.  The best way to apply varnish is 
with 2 to 4 thin coats.  Not too much at once.

To correct an “alligator” surface, wipe off the excess 
while the varnish is wet using a moist paper towel.  

Using the soft brush, smooth out the remaining 
vanish.  You can mist lightly with water if it starts to 
dry before you smooth.  Use thin coats.





Munsell Value Scale
Tones Adapted by David Jansen





Greens

Yellows

Reds

Oranges

Blues

Browns

Hansa Yellow will make a wide variety of 
greens.  On the left is Hansa Yellow mixed 
with Phthalo Blue. To the right is a tiny touch 
of Carbon Black. Combine both for more 
greens!

Phthalo Blue is a dark blue that leans to 
the green side.  If you add a tiny touch of 
Red Violet and then lighten with white, 
you make a wide variety of blues and blue 
violets.

Hansa is a bright yellow.  To soften, add 
some browns (shown below). Touches of 
Red Violet and Naphthol Red  Lt add more 
variety.  White lightens and opaques the 
yellow.

Hansa Yellow can also be a base for a  
variety of oranges.  Tiny touches of 
Naphthol Red Light make warm oranges 
while touches of Red Violet make cooler 
oranges.

Naphthol Red Light is a warm red orange.  
Red Violet is a cool Red Violet.  Mix together 
to make a wide range of reds. Lighten with 
white to make soft pinks.

Base Brown = 2 parts Naphthol Red Light + 
1 part Carbon Black. Vary this color with 
additions of Hansa Yellow which lightens 
and makes sienna colors.

Brush Mixing Techniques



Temperature is an important principle but it can be the hardest concept to see and 
understand.  To make this concept easier, start with limited colors and chose each one with 
temperature in mind. 

Cool Color			   |	 Neutral Temperature		  |	 Warm Temperature

Red Violet	 Carbon Black	   Titanium White	 Phthalo Blue	   Hansa Yellow	    Naphthol Red Light

Red Violet is the coolest color in this palette.  Our Carbon Black is a neutral leaning cool.  
White is a Neutral. The Ultramarine Blue and Phthalo Blue pigments are warm. However, 
Blues however look cool when you use them in association with warmer colors.  

See the example above.  Phthalo Blue is slightly warmer than neutral and it is cooler than 
Naphthol Red Light.  So, if both colors are used in a painting, the Phthalo Blue will look cool 
and the Naphthol Red Light will look warm.  The human eye is constantly balancing light and 
each color will affect the appearance of all other colors in a painting.

At the top, Hansa Yellow is mixed with Naphthol 
Red Light and tiny touch of Carbon Black. The red 
warms, but the black cools.   If you increase the 
black, the color becomes greener and cooler.  If 
you increase the red, the color become more or-
ange and warmer.  

The second mix shows Hansa Yellow with Red 
Violet and Carbon Black.  Here, both Red Violet 
and Black are cool. Both colors cool slightly moving 
from left to right.  

The last shows Hansa Yellow and Carbon Black 
making greens.  The green cools from left to right 
because Black is cooler than Hansa Yellow.  Add 
Red Violet to cool further.

Understanding Color Temperature

What Happens to Yellow?


























